
Dr Shankar Sankaran from Counties Manukau Health, falls Clinical Lead Sandy Blake and the 
Health Quality & Safety Commission’s Catherine Gerard will look at how the Commission’s 
Atlas of Healthcare Variation can be used to identify areas of wide variation and potential 
areas for quality improvement for falls prevention. 

The webinar will cover: 

• a Falls Atlas workbook, which will be available for download on 14 April. The webinar will cover how to use this 
workbook which will guide users to know their data and develop a plan to address any gaps identified

• an overview of falls-related injuries in people aged 50 and over, both those treated in primary care and those 
treated in hospital

• admission rates for hip fracture along with indicators on how these patients are managed by district health 
boards (DHBs).

This webinar will be of interest to: 

• health professionals working in falls prevention or with a focus on health of older people in primary and 
secondary care settings

• members of the general funding and planning teams within DHBs 

• anyone wanting to understand and prevent harm from falls. 

How to take part

Webinars are easy! All you need is access to a computer connected to the internet, a telephone (or the ability  
to hear and speak through your computer, which most computers now include as standard).

To register send an email to bridgette.connor@hqsc.govt.nz asking to take part and you will be sent a  
calendar invite. 

Included in the invite will be a link to test the GlobalMeet webinar system. It is important to do this before the 
webinar to make sure your computer is compatible. 

On the day, click on the link in the invite and you’re in! You’ll be able to hear and see the presentation, and take 
part in the discussion. 
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About the speakers: 

Dr Shankar Sankaran – Chair of the Reducing Harm from Falls expert  
advisory group

Shankar is a Consultant Geriatrician at Middlemore Hospital and also the Clinical Head of 
Community and Health of Older People at Counties Manukau Health. He was Chief Advisor, 
Health of Older People, Ministry of Health until October 2013. Shankar has been involved 
in many falls-related initiatives at Counties Manukau Health, including the Falls Prevention 
programme, Orthogeriatric Service, Community Geriatric Service, Bone Density Service and 
Specialist Older People Service Support to Emergency Care, Residential Care and Primary 
Care. Of these, the Falls Prevention programme was recognised with the David Lange 
Award at the South Auckland Health Science Fest in 2000 and by Quality Health NZ with 
the Quality Improvement Award in 2001.

Sandy Blake – Clinical Lead, National Reducing Harm from Falls programme 

Sandy is the Director of Nursing and Patient Safety and Quality Manager at Whanganui 
District Health Board,  where she led the development of the DHB’s falls injury prevention 
programme, and sponsored a care indicator survey in the hospital and community to 
measure the prevalence and impact of falls. In her previous position as state-wide nursing 
director of patient safety for Queensland Health, Sandy led the state falls injury prevention 
programme, directed policy development and implementation, and development of an 
online education module.

Catherine Gerard – Senior Analyst, Health Quality & Safety Commission

Catherine works with Richard Hamblin on the Atlas of Healthcare Variation and to develop 
quality and safety measures. Catherine’s background includes clinical research, and design 
and implementation of a clinical research programme. Her previous role centred on the 
implementation of clinical guidelines, working across the health sector to deliver supports 
and systems for the translation of guidance into everyday clinical practice.
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